
Wall Flowers – step-by-step 
 
This is a great way to create living wall art with just a few stems. The landscape 
version is particularly suitable for flowers like Anemones or Ranunculus that don’t like 
floral foam very much. Also it enables daffodils to be separated from other flowers 
which could be adversely affected by their sap. 
 
Version one (portrait)  
Requirements 
Sturdy fabric e.g. hessian 
Reinforcing material – I used heavy-weight Vilene and stiff cross-stitch canvas 
Bamboo canes 
Garden twine 
Container – I used dried-herb jar 
Optional – Contrasting fabric or Eucalyptus bark  
 
1 Cut the hessian about four inches larger than required, and cut a notch out of each 
corner, about two inches square.  
 
2 Cut the reinforcing fabric slightly smaller than the finished size and machine sew on 
to the back, around the edge and then zig-zagging across to attach firmly. This will 
prevent it sagging under the weight of container + water + plant material. 
 
3 Fold over each side of the fabric and sew a hem. If the raw edges of the notch are 
prone to fray, smear them with a little PVA glue. 
 
4 Thread a thin bamboo cane through each hem. These should cross over where the 
notch was removed on each corner. Use a dab of glue to secure canes as they tend to 
slip, and bind with garden twine. Attach a hanging string. 
 
5 Create a ‘pocket’ for the container; hem a strip of fabric which is taller than the jar. 
Firmly sew one end of strip slightly to one side of centre line in lower half of hessian. 
Give careful consideration to how much height is needed above the container for your 
plant material to be displayed against the fabric background. Wrapping strip around 
container, hand sew in place. Make a few stiches to draw in the base of this fabric 
tube to prevent the container slipping down. This could be a contrasting fabric so that 
it is a feature, however I made a covering as follows. 
 
6 Soften a piece of dried Eucalyptus bark by soaking it in warm water for a few 
minutes, tear it for a natural look - or cut - to size, then form it around the fabric 
tube (with jar in place) and add some support while it dries and curls back into shape. 
 
7 Arrange the floral bouquet in your hand, keeping the back flat, and tie. A narrow 
container like the herb jar does not allow the arrangement to spread out, so look for 
materials that have a natural curve.  
 
Version two (landscape) 
This time only the top and bottom were hemmed, with bamboos threaded through for 
rigidity. The sides were left raw, and a fringe created by pulling threads.  
Vertical lines of stitching fastened another strip of fabric to the hessian and created 
pockets to secrete nine plastic tubes in various sizes – again with a few hand stiches 
to draw in the base and prevent the water containers slipping through.  



The hanger was a piece of dried contorted hazel, with further pieces hand-sewn 
across the hessian to provide visual continuity and movement.  
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